
July 21, 2020 

Dark Storm Clouds Over Haiti 
 

Besides the sharply rising prices of virtually everything, there are other ominous signs of 

downward spiral in Haiti. For the last two weeks, most of the country has been without   

electricity. Because of our solar panels and the large diesel generator I purchased (for $15,000), 

we are not dependent upon on the government power grid. Kidnappings have resumed. Violence 

in Cite Soleil is worse than ever. It has been suggested that some government officials are paying 

the gangs to go on a killing spree. The goal is to get the residents of the slum to leave. They want 

to clear the huge space and build luxury hotels. 
 

Billy sent an email to the bookkeeper to transfer $9,100 to cover the August payroll. I told the 

bookkeeper not to send the money because we simply do not have it without going deeper into 

debt. I am having Billy type up a notice for our bulletin board informing the staff that on August 

1st everyone without exception will receive 50% of the normal salary. Billy will also say that if I’m 

successful in my fundraising efforts over the next four weeks, the staff will receive the balance of 

their pay on August 15th. He will make it clear that many staffers will be furloughed.  
 

Fr. Tom finally made it back to Haiti on Saturday. I had a half-hour talk with him yesterday after 

Mass. He said that while he was celebrating Mass in Cite Soleil on Sunday, there was shooting. 

One gang leader was drinking rum as he spoke with Fr. Tom. He also told me that his massive 

fundraising appeals were not drawing the normal response. He may have to close some of his 

schools. He said that Fr. Rick’s two hospitals are in deep financial trouble. What we need in 

comparison to Fr. Tom and Fr. Rick is rather miniscule. I am really distraught over having to let 

go of so many people and relocate so many kids. I will see Sr. Immacula tomorrow and ask if she 

can take two of our kids who are sisters, Jinette and Naïca. Naïca has a skin condition which I 

know the MC sisters will monitor carefully. Jinette can really use the discipline at the sisters. I’m 

even considering sending Bency to the Sisters. 
 

On a lighter note, at the end of his excellent homily yesterday, Fr. Tom teased the sisters about 

the new regional superior who is from Canada. Sr. Immacula and her successor were away 

visiting the remaining MC houses in Haiti. Fr. Tom asked who was in charge in their absence. No 

one raised their hand. I had an idea who was in charge and knew she was too humble to say she 

was in charge. When no one said who was in charge, Fr. Tom said, “I guess Gerry is in charge.” 

There were lots of giggles. 
 

Please pray for the future of Santa Chiara. Five years of loving care of up to 72 kids just can’t 

come crashing down within a month. 

 

From the storm clouds ahead to the beauty within Santa Chiara. 

 

 

 

 



Santa Chiara Gardens 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


