
August 14, 2020 

When Kids Leave Santa Chiara, Bad Things Happen to Them 
 

I was downstairs yesterday morning, when I saw woman staff member playing with Teresa 

Regina. She said, “This is Teresa.” I told her I knew that, and added that her name was actually 

Teresa Regina and that I gave her that name in honor of my two sisters, Teresa and Regina. The 

woman does not speak English, but I think she was understanding. I told her that my sister Teresa 

had died, and that my sister Regina was celebrating her 60th wedding anniversary. Those latter 

details were most certainly lost in translation. Then the woman said she was said because Fritzson 

had been shot in the arm. I wasn’t sure I was understanding her. I called our security guard over 

to help with translating. It was true: Fritzson had been shot in the arm. She said that someone 

from Santa Chiara called Fritzson’s mother and said Santa Chiara was running out of money and 

might be closing and so she needed to come get her son. The mother lives in the dangerous Cite 

Soleil. I was very angry over this distressing news.  
 

Fritzson is four years old. He has been with us for two years…or half his life. He needs an 

operation. His removal was a lack of communication between me, Billy, Nurse Rose, and the 

social worker. As the leader, I take full responsibility for the errors that led to the child’s leaving 

the safety and security of Santa Chiara and put in harms way in Cite Soleil. I’ve issued an order 

that all children forced out and living in Cite Soleil will be invited to return. 
  

The staff is scared. They fear losing their jobs in the downsizing. The kids are scared they will be 

asked to leave. When August rolled around and we could only give the staff half their pay, not 

one person complained. With the successful fundraising when I was in Florida, we have a little 

breathing room…but not much. We can’t pay down even half the $52,000 in debt because we 

need to preserve the cash, as Haiti is still essentially a cash society. Happily, we were able to pay 

that staff the balance of their August pay, and we will be able to pay their September salary. 

Beyond that, things are very uncertain.   

 

Fr./Dr. Rick’s Coronavirus Update 
 

Since Coronavirus has been lethal primarily for adults, we remember clearly the day of our first 

known case at St Luke Hospital on March 16, 2020. 
  

Since then, we have welcomed 1,068 proven or highly suspect cases. Of these, 703 were seriously 

ill and needed admission our 100 bed Coronavirus unit. 
  

Of these 703 admitted, 173 did not survive the tough battle raging in their lungs, and 98 of these 

were dead on arrival. 
  

We are so pleased that the 365 outpatients recovered well, and we were thrilled with the 421 

inpatients who recovered and were able to return home. 
  

There were 52 patients who left against medical advice, to seek other forms of treatment, and 32 

who were transferred to other centers for more private care. 



  

There are 25 who are still in our beds, which shows a decrease from 95% capacity (of 100 beds) 

for May and June, to 25% at present. 
  

This is the passing of our time, marked in statistics. 

 

 
Yesterday’s breakfast. 

 



 
 

 
Once those kids leave, that leftover spaghetti is mine. 


