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Theology of the Common Good 
 

My spirits were buoyed yesterday morning by two short passages from the prophetic pen of 

Abraham Joshua Heschel found in I Asked for Wonder: 
 

The Bible insists that God is concerned with everydayness, with the trivialities of life. The 

great challenge does no lie in organizing solen demonstrations, but in how we manage 

the commonplace. The prophet’s field of concern is not the mysteries of heaven, the 

glories of eternity, but the blights of society, the affairs of the market place. He addresses 

himself to those who trample upon the needy, who increase the price of grain, use 

dishonest, and sell refuse of corn (Amos 8:4-6). The predominate feature of the biblical 

pattern of life is unassuming, unheroic, inconspicuous piety, the sanctification of trifles, 

attentiveness to details. [NY: Crossroad, 2001 – pages 88-89] 
 

Hours after reading that the lack of attentiveness to details on the part of the staff serving 

breakfast truly upset me. The cooks made spaghetti for breakfast. The servers brought the plates 

of pasta to the table lined with toddlers. Another staffer followed behind passing out spoons. I 

could see the kids looking at the spoons and thinking “this isn’t going to work.” Sure enough, 

they all had trouble getting the spaghetti from the plates to their mouths. Many quickly resorted 

to using their hands. I tried to get the staff to understand they needed to replace the spoons with 

forks. They did not know what I was saying nor did they seem to comprehend the problem the 

toddlers were having with using spoons to eat spaghetti. The answer I finally received was they 

had no forks. How is that possible? I was told the toddlers throw them in the garbage. How is 

that possible? 
 

There are so many frustrations such as this that dot my days. An even shorter reading from the 

same Heschel book offers insight on why we are often unable to handle the trivial frustrations of 

the day: 
 

Inspirations are brief, sporadic and rare. In the long interims the mind is often dull, bare 

and vapid. There is hardly a soul that can radiate more light than it receives. [Page 90] 
 

Rabbi Heschel seemed to know my mind at the moment seems “dull, bare, and vapid.” I need 

more spiritual reading, more time for contemplation.  

 

  

 


