
September 16, 2020 

Some Answers 
 

Part of the problem of running a place like Santa Chiara in Haiti is that the air is filled with 

uncertainty. It is hard to get clear answers to questions. After weeks of trying we finally have a 

little clarity in regard to the coming school year at the Adventist school in our neighborhood. As 

I mentioned a week or so ago, a generous couple have agreed to pay the full cost of sending 38 of 

our kids to this excellent school. But the growing protests and political instability put everything 

into question. 
 

So here is the deal. The school is currently open but they are not offering the full array of classes. 

There are about a dozen kids taking special classes to prepare them for some government exam. 

The school will close on October 26th and reopen on November 9th. It will stay open for the full 

school year with only a break at Christmas. Our older kids who have previously attended the 

school can go to school were offered a chance to start school now for a special refresher course to 

get them back into the swing of things after missing an entire year of school thanks to the on-

going violent protests, but the added cost was just too high. We felt the school was using this 

interim special class to recoup some of the money they lost due to the prolonged school closure. 

The school will send someone to Santa Chiara to measure all the kids for their uniforms. 
 

At the wise suggestion of Fr. Dumarsais of Port St. Lucie, Florida, we asked if we could make 

monthly payments instead of paying for the entire school year up front. Our concern was that the 

school could be shut down because of the protests and we would lose our money. The school said 

we could make three payments, the first of which is do before November 9th. They said that if the 

protests hit our area, the school would send home work assignments. The kids would still be 

learning, but doing so within the safety of our walls. 
 

Because the Santa Chiara and the school are located off the beaten path with all dirt roads, it is 

unlikely that the protests would adversely impact us. As long as the teachers can get to the school, 

it will stay open even if all the government schools and other private schools close. 
 

So, after a year of being sequestered within our walls, most of our older kids will be able to get 

back into a classroom for some basic education. If all of Haiti hasn’t been thrown into complete 

chaos, on November 9th, 38 kids will march up the hill to school in their uniforms with backpacks 

filled with books.  
 

Only education can break the chains of poverty.  
 

At the Adventist school our children will get the best education possible that is available to us in 

this dysfunctional nation. We are extremely grateful for the benefactors who are making this 

possible. Without them, it would be another wasted school year. 

 

The Beauty of Santa Chiara 
 

Last weekend, I spent a few minutes trying to capture the beauty of the yard at the back of the 

property. Enjoy this respite from the normal heartache of Haiti. 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


