
September 20, 2020 

Looking Back 
 

 
Naïve and Woodline sitting on the couch in my office looking a booklet we produced during our 

first year. It contained the story of how Santa Chiara began. It had lots of photos of the kids living 

with us during that first year, most of whom are still with us. The kids love looking at those old 

photos of their younger selves. 

 

From Back Braces to Wheelchairs 
 

Billy was out sick yesterday, which meant I had to drive all over the city with Patrick to get 

necessary items because I had a credit card. We had to go the Eagle Market for a minor shopping. 

We had to get diesel fuel. But the reason I’m even bothering to mention this is our first outing 

was to a store featuring orthopedic supplies. Dr. Noel was coming to Santa Chiara and he needed 

to change a cast on the leg of a little girl. We needed to get the materials for him to make the cast. 

Patrick had texted the doctor who owns the store and he said he would be there early in the 

morning. When we arrived, the small store was closed. We waited about 15 minutes. During that 

time Patrick tried to reach the doctor who owns the store. We decided to leave. We were perhaps 

three blocks away when Patrick spotted the store owner’s car. It was parked in front of an 

electronics shop. The doctor lives in an apartment above the store. Patrick went to see if he was 

home. Ten minutes later, Patrick returned. The doctor got in the back seat. He had not opened 

the store because the city cut the power. We enter the store, purchased what we needed and drove 

the doctor back home. To me, it was amazing that we could roust a store owner, haul him back 



to his closed store, so we could buy ten bucks worth of materials. The doctor said his little store 

was the only place in all of Port-au-Prince to purchase orthopedic products, everything from 

wheelchairs to back braces. 

 

 
Teresa Regina is now walking all over the place. It is hysterical to watch. 

 

 
A noodle at a time is just fine for Wensy 



 
 

 



 
Isaac and Francesca. They live one of our three apartments adjacent to the back of SCCC. 

Francesca is Emmanuella’s daughter; Isaac is Emmanuella’s cousin. 

 



 
Emmanuella and her daughter. 

 
The slum below the SCCC apartments 


