
November 22, 2020 

Ho, Ho, Ho 
 

What follows is a letter my sister, Regina, and her husband, Ronald, sent to their three sons. Reg 

& Ron are both in their mid-80’s. Both are healthy, sharp, and active. 
 

Dear family, 
 

Research suggests that the release of endorphins makes givers, recipients, and witnesses 

to gift-giving happier, more likely to be both generous and build stronger social 

connections. 
 

As we participate in the Christmas tradition of gift-giving, we will attempt to increase 

individual happiness, generosity, and social connections. While we will be sending each 

family a token gift of goodies, the funds that we might have spent on gifts for adults will 

be used instead to help the children at the Santa Chiara Children's Center. 
 

We need nothing but your love. And as we continue to downsize, we suggest that you 

consider diverting your gifts to us to the Children’s Center. Periodic reductions in the 

international exchange rate reduces the U.S. currency's value and places the children at 

risk of losing their home. You can donate online at https://santachiaracc.org or by check 

to Santa Chiara Children's Center mailed to: 
 

Gerard Thomas Straub 
P.O. Box 970 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34954 
  

The greatest gift we can give each other this Covid season is not to infect each other. 
 

Much Love, 

Mom and Dad 
  

Reg & Ron gave me permission to share their family letter in hopes it would inspire others to do 

something similar.  

 

Oxygen 
 

Shortly after the Journal on the rising tide of violence in Haiti was sent, a reader from Ohio 

responded with this: 
 

Gerry, while your Journals break my heart, they are also stabilizers in an insane world. 

What looks like a problem around here becomes like a grain of sand on the beach when 

compared to Haiti. When I read, I am torn...thanking God that you are there doing such 

amazing things for your kids........then wishing you could come back to the States. You 

are the oxygen for SCCC just as you were for the guy in the oxygen supply room. Of 

course, your Oxygen is the Holy Spirit. How else could you continue? 
 

The violence was so bad on Saturday, we dared not go out. I gave some of the women money to 

take a motorcycle-taxi home. They are much safer than the tap-taps. 

https://santachiaracc.org/

