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Pre-Teen Sex 
 

“Jesus is on the cross in Haiti.” 
                                                       -Fr. Dumarsais 

 

I received many comforting and supportive responses to yesterday’s Journal regarding pre-teen 

sex. My friend Fr. Dumarsais called to talk with me. He also sent this message: “It pains me to 

read about the sad situation that has infiltrated the work of love that you are painfully trying to 

keep alive through financial uncertainties for the children of SCCC.” 
 

A Secular Franciscan from California sent this message, which I shorten a bit: 
 

Dear Gerry, 
 

Know first that my prayers are always with you and Santa Chiara. This sad report does 

not surprise me because of just the social/political situation and the extreme poverty you 

have described. It most likely occurs in any countries who have similar pockets of 

helpless humanity- even here in our own country. The rampant human trafficking of 

children demonstrates the outright and knowledgeable and, yes, sanctioned bartering of 

young children of both sexes to affluent adults who are well aware of the evils of their 

deviant sexual behavior. But to put it into the context of Haiti—the absolute desolation 

and poverty suffered by our Haitian brothers and sisters leaves little if any opportunities 

for any of the simple advantages and joys we take for granted in our very much 

privileged lives. As you said, multiple people living in one room homes with many times 

lacking food and other amenities, turn to sex as the only source of pleasure in their lives. 

It is not difficult to foresee that the children would model this behavior in attempts to 

escape, if only briefly, the utter pain of their everyday existence.  

… 
 

I send you a big virtual hug. You have achieved so much of what is good for your new 

Haitian family. … Again, I can’t even begin to imagine the sense of betrayal, loss, failure, 

and outright hurt you are feeling in this situation. Please use some of your solitude time 

in Florida to let our Franciscan “Boss,” the Holy Spirit and our Blessed Mother to 

whisper comfort to you. Father Dumarsais and your other friends and resources can also 

provide you with needed support AND the reassurance that there is NO WAY you could 

have anticipated this. 
 

I’ve given matter a lot of thought and prayer. I’ve also spoken with a number of Haitians. First, 

what happened at the school and inside Santa Chiara was not unique—it is a sad tale told over 

and over again in Haiti. I remember when we lived in the small apartment in the midst of a slum 

back in May 2015, I heard a story that shocked me. Some guy tried to rape a three-year-old girl. 

He managed to get her underpants off when someone spotted him. Some men administered quick 

and severe slum justice: they beat the daylights out of the rapist.  
 

In the destitute nation of Haiti, children are often left alone to take care of themselves, as well as 

defend themselves from all manor of assaults. I know this first hand from my daughter, Bency, 



who spent much of her first eights years of life in alone for most of the day Cité Soleil. She brought 

her self-taught aggressive behavior to us. Her vocabulary included a wide array of really nasty 

curse words. 
 

Many kids lack the stability of a good family life. The never received the guidance and the 

examples of good parenting and responsible adults to mirror their behaviors. Familial structures 

have collapsed and many children have no safe place, no chance to grow in innocence, sheltered 

from disturbed behaviors. Profane musical messages are blasted throughout the slum. The kids 

witness and mimic very seductive dance moves. The interactions among the people children 

witness have placed a great emphasis on the sensational effect of their sexuality as tool for 

happiness. They do what they see. Sexuality is misused and misunderstood. For a long time, this 

unbalanced and debauched lifestyle of adults has plagued the developmental life of children.   
 

The Santa Chiara Children’s Center is the ideal place for children to feel safe and be offered a 

chance to learn and grow in peace, which is pivotal for finding a balanced life. 
 

On Tuesday morning, the staff will bring the 10-year-old girl to Grace Hospital. Nurse Rose will 

bring her to a pediatrician doctor to vaginally examine her. We know the girl had sex when she 

was only 8 years old. The exam that was given when she arrived revealed the sex was not forced 

and was consensual. I asked the girl if she knew what she did was wrong. She said yes, she knew 

it was wrong.  
 

Meanwhile, yesterday, Brenda taught girls how to prepare a nice meal of chicken and rice. 
 

 

 
 



 
Naïve, Jinette & Bency brought the meals the created to my office to show me their work. 

 


