
December 3, 2020 

A Moment to Dream Big  
 

Pope Francis published a beautiful editorial in The New York Times on Thanksgiving Day, writing 

that the Coronavirus pandemic and all the pandemics of violence, greed, and racism challenge 

us, but also invite us to take new risks, change ourselves and work for a better world. “This is a 

moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities, and to commit to act in our daily life on what we 

have dreamed of," he writes. "God asks us to dare to create something new.” 
 

In May 2015, Pax et Bonum Communications dared to do something new. We ceased making 

films and ventured into the tortured world of deeply impoverished and abandoned kids from the 

slums of Port-au-Prince by creating the Santa Chiara Children’s Center. By God’s abundant grace 

we’ve managed to survive for nearly six years in an increasingly violent environment. During 

this Advent season as we await to celebrate the Incarnation of God and the coming New Year, we 

face our toughest struggle to survive and continue to care for our precious children, as we teach 

them to respect each other and to maintain a nonviolent attitude at all times.  
 

In the stillness and silence of my brief time in Florida, I simply want to thank all those who helped 

us get through what has been a very difficult year in Haiti during which we witnessed a dramatic 

increase of fiery protests, killings, kidnappings, and economic injustice. I’m grateful for having 

survived my encounter with Covid-19, the continued health and safety of our children, and that 

40 of our kids are attending an excellent private school.  
 

I pray that 2021 does not see us being forced to significantly reduce the number of kids we serve 

or the staff who make it all possible. I wish all Journal readers a profusion of Advent blessings.  

 

The Wall 
 

Last Sunday, I decided to paint the exterior wall. We have never had our name on the wall. For 

legal reasons in Haiti it was best not to use Santa Chiara Children’s Center for now. Instead I was 

simplified our name to Kay Santa Chiara. “Kay” is Creole for home. (Pronounced k-eye.) 

Mackenson was eager to use his design skills. The work began in the late afternoon and was not 

completed until well after dark. 
 

 



 
 

 



 
A audience soon watched the work-in-progress 

 



 
 

 



 
Heading for school on Monday morning. 

 



 
 

 
Notice Bency taking a look back the wall. 

Seeing the children walking past the wall on the way to school filled my heart with joy. 


