
September 18, 2021 

Health Update 
 

Yesterday was a much better day. I had less coughing and was breathing easier. The new 

medications seemed to be working. I continue with the regimen of 5 pills and 2 syrups, as well as 

the nebulizer three or four times a day. I spend good bit of time downstairs, gave out cookies, 

and even drove to the small market at the base of the hill with Walencia to get dog food for Bene. 

The puppy spent two nights with Wally without any problem. But on Wednesday she wandered 

in the girl’s dorm without anyone noticing and proceeded to chew a mattress.  

 

Possible Water Help 
 

A friend of mine is a Secular Franciscan (OSF) and a long-time Journal reader. Another Secular Franciscan 

urged to write to the head of a ministry that has a water project that probably installs water purification 

systems or digs well for ministries working in deeply impoverished areas that lack a source of clean water. 

Here is the letter she wrote. I was asked to not mention the name of the recipient of the letter or the name of 

the person who recommended sending it. 
 

[Name withheld] suggested that I contact you about involving Haiti in the water project. Gerry 

Straub is an OSF who founded and operates the Santa Chiara Children's Center in Delmas section 

of Port au Prince, Haiti for the last six years. You may recall that a few years back he was awarded 

one of the small Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation awards. I have followed his work in Haiti 

since the Center was founded in 2015 through his daily journals which describe in detail life in 

this incredibly violent and poor nation. In particular, the pictures and verbal reports of the 

murder of Haiti's president included much horrifying detail that never made it to the main stream 

media. The reports, photograph and video renditions of the areas affected by the earthquake and 

subsequent flooding from the hurricane were truly heart rending. In particular, a teaching sister 

whose Order operates school in the most devastated earthquake area lost the entire building 

structure of the school. Gerry learned about her from one of the Santa Chiara physicians who is 

her brother. Gerry immediately started some fund raising for the school, contributing to it himself 

from private Santa Chiara funds. The political, social situation, the extreme poverty, and high 

infant and child mortality rates make Haiti one of the poorest and needy of our third world 

countries. One of the amazing things I have learned about Haiti is that many of religious, medical, 

social service groups bond together in times of great need. They have truly adopted Haiti as their 

home addressing needs beyond the scope of their various agencies and organizations. I hope you 

will consider Haiti for inclusion in the water project. 

 

Random Thoughts About Climate Change 
 

There is a hardware store in Haiti named Plan B. I find that funny. Most of us have a “Plan B,” in 

case our primary plan doesn’t work out. When it comes to climate change, there is no Planet B. 

We just have earth. And we are slowly and systematically destroying it. Climate change is at our 

door step. It is hard to ignore all the increasing weather-related calamities that have roared, often 

simultaneously, in the last few years. 
 



Environmental destruction continues to accelerate and governments are only taking partial steps 

without dismantling the largest polluters, including the military-industrial complex and large 

corporations.   
 

The apocalyptic and undeniable reality of climate change has revealed layers of malice and greed 

that is the foundation of our weather-related woes.  
 

The global economy is driven by extraction and exploitation instead of Christ’s vision of 

participation and membership in the health of all creatures, standing in dependence and 

solidarity with all creation. 
 

We cannot separate the liberation of creation from the liberation of the poor. 
 

We are called to protect the most vulnerable while advancing the common good. 
 

We need to realign our solidarities by embracing the justice of liberation from the economic, 

political, and social patterns that are destroying life.  

 

Gunfire Update 
 

In yesterday’s Journal I mentioned that Gabens and his wife could not sleep the night before 

because the loud, extensive gunshots. He learned yesterday that 11 people were killed in a gun 

fight at a night club. It is really crazy.  
 

Another friend wrote saying she once contemplated living in Haiti. On her last visit she was 

staying at a guest house when she woke up “somewhat panicked as I smelt (inhaled) the toxic 

chemical smell of the smoke. I knew I couldn't live long-term in that environment.” 

 

Haitian Migrants Reach Texas 
 

A news story yesterday had this headline: Over 10,000 mostly Haitian migrants sleeping under 

Texas bridge, more expected 
 

CIUDAD ACUÑA, Mexico, Sept 17 (Reuters) - Haitians made up most of the over 10,000 migrants 

sleeping on the ground and desperate for food in a squalid camp under a bridge in southern 

Texas on Friday, in a growing humanitarian and political challenge for U.S. President Joe Biden. 
 

 

The Haitians were joined by Cubans, Venezuelans and Nicaraguans under the Del Rio 

International Bridge connecting Mexico to south Texas. They slept under light blankets, while a 

few pitched small tents, with temperatures forecast to go above 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 

Celsius) in coming days. 
 

Officials on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border said most of the migrants were Haitians and 

more are expected to arrive. Most of the migrants Reuters spoke to had not come direct from Haiti 

but had made long and harrowing journeys through Mexico and Central and South America. 
 

Photos on the next place.  
 

For me, the story says any place is better than Haiti 



 
 

 


