
October 7, 2021 

Resembling Christ 
 

Every day while I’m Florida, Gabens sends me at least two audio messages, one in the morning 

and one before he goes home. I often send him messages, sharing things that come to my mind, 

such as our need to prepare for Christmas before November rolls around. Gabens didn’t send me 

a report on Tuesday night. On Wednesday morning at 7:27am he sent me a message explaining 

why he hadn’t sent a message the night before. First, he needed to go to the bank on the way to 

work. Because their a strike on Monday protesting all the violence and lack of government 

intervention or concern for the suffering people, the line at the bank was extremely long. He spent 

over three frustrating hours in line. Then he and Michel had to go food shopping. That ate up 

another three hours. Then there was office work. He did not get home to 8:30pm Tuesday night. 
 

I sent him an audio message in response, profusely thanking him for all his hard work and 

patience. I said I needed to compensate him more. Here is his reply, verbatim: 
 

“I’m doing this [working at Santa Chiara] not exactly for any material things…but to resemble 

Christ. That is the best we can do in order to help some kids, some people to have a better life. 

Not only are we helping the kids, but I’ve come to understand we are helping adults too…the 

employees have kids too. Actually, we can’t even imagine how many kids we are helping at Santa 

Chiara because the parents have children and when you give the parents a salary, they can take 

care of their children. This is another form of helping some kids. These are the things that make 

you feel as if you are not worthless, that you are doing something that really helps in the middle 

of this torturous country that we are living in.”  
 

First, I want to call your attention to his flawless English. I can’t begin to explain how wonderful 

and important it is for me to clearly communicate with the person running the show at Santa 

Chiara. Second, I know how hard and challenging any day will be at Santa Chiara, Gabens will 

work his way through the day and handle all problems that come his way. Third, and most 

important of all, is his spiritual motivation for doing all he can for the kids we serve. He wants to 

“resemble Christ.” That says it all. That is why he works long hours and when I’m in Florida he 

spends some time at SCCC on the weekends…just to make sure no one is goofing off.  
 

In all these years I’ve never encountered any Haitian staff member with Gaben’s level of 

dedication. The previous guy in charge often didn’t show up at Santa Chiara on weekdays. So 

many people I trusted, even loved, at Santa Chiara betrayed me…and worse, they betrayed the 

children. Stealing large amounts of money doesn’t actual hurt me; it only hurts the children, 

delaying the care they need, the improvements at Santa Chiara that were needed to better serve 

the kids. 
 

Speaking of kids, one them, Walencia (aka Wally) told me before I left for Florida that she wanted 

to be a veterinarian when she grows up. Moreover, she asked me to get her a book about being 

an animal doctor. She said the book should be in English. I told her I would try but I couldn’t 

imagine that a kids book on becoming a veterinarian existed. Her love of animals is expressed by 



the way she cares for Bene the dog. I made myself a note to search for such a book. I was surprised 

that my internet search found the perfect book…and I ordered it. It arrived on Wednesday. 
  

 
 

Hopefully Wally won’t practice dog surgery on Bene. 
 

 
Let is all try to “resemble Christ” today. 


