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Giving 
 

Last Friday we had “Black Friday.” On Monday, we had “Cyber Monday.” And yesterday, after 

two days of getting great deals, we had “Giving Tuesday.” It was a day to give something back. 

Last year, Giving Tuesday generated around 4.7 billion dollars for nearly 10,000 charitable 

organizations in America alone. In these divisive times, it is refreshing to have a day dedicated 

to bringing us together. On Giving Tuesday, people of different faiths, different backgrounds, 

different opinions came together to help each other.  
 

On Monday, I received as many emails from charitable organizations as I did from businesses on 

the day prior to Black Friday and Cyber Monday. In my Journal, I did not mention Giving 

Tuesday in Monday or Tuesday’s Journal. I think my Journal readers know that giving is not 

good just because it helps someone else; they know, from experience, that giving benefits them 

also, as it reduces our own anxiety and depression, and increases a better sense of good will.  
  

This will be our 7th Advent and Christmas in Haiti. It is the first one in which I was not carrying 

the burden of heavy credit card debt. We always owed more than the cash we had on hand. The 

Christmas season always helped me wipe out the debt. This year, we are virtually debt free and 

have enough funds to get us through this last month of the year and half way through the first 

month of 2022. While that is great news and dramatically lowers my stress, there are dark clouds 

on the horizon in Haiti. The skyrocketing cost of virtually everything thanks to the gangs demonic 

closing of the fuel supply roads from the ports where the big tankers deliver their goods.  
 

Before the recent escalation of violence, murders, kidnapping, and protests our staff could barely 

survive on the meager wages we could pay them. Now, thanks to the increase in prices, including 

an uncomfortable tap-tap ride home, they are truly hurting. We are cutting some of our staff not 

to simply trim our budget but to pay the remaining staff more. On Tuesday night, I was asked if 

we could buy the kids new clothes for Christmas. I was unable to say yes, which distressed me.  
 

Speaking of giving…on Tuesday evening Dr. Deluc sent me photos of some of the 200 desks his 

sister was able to buy for her school in Les Cayes. They need many more, but are extremely 

grateful for the additional donation we sent.  
 

 



The sisters are always thanking me. But all I did was pass on money Journal readers sent me to 

help them. The bookkeeper did all the work. It pleases me greatly to know that Santa Chiara is 

also helping kids far from our gate. 
 

 
 

On Monday, Naïve gave Dr. Stephanie a letter in which she told Steph how much she loved her 

and asked her to be her mother. Naïve wrote: “I really love you. I want you for my mother, 

because I have no mother. You are perfect every day for me. OK. My heart break for you.” It is 

interesting that she wrote in English and not in Creole. Of course, Steph said yes.  
 

 



Parish Help 
 

For at least the last four years, Incarnation Parish in Glendale, California (near my former home 

in Burbank) has been sending SCCC a share of their Christmas “Giving Tree” program. Every 

January, a check arrives from the parish, and, if my memory is correct, it is usually it is for 

between $3,000 and $4,000. This year there was some indication the funds raised would go to a 

parish in Uganda. Some friends raised their voices on our behalf, saying: What about Santa 

Chiara? In the end, the decision was made to continue to support us. I was asked to supply some 

text that would run every Sunday (beginning next Sunday 12/5) and run through the end of the 

year. They did didn’t give me a word count. Word came back it was way too long (no surprise 

there). However, the editor said she would simply print 100 flyers and leave them in the church. 

I then proved them with a very short blurb for the bulletin. The long version had 475 words and 

the short version had 303 words.  
 

This really encourages me. I’m thrilled people stood up for us and the person who designs the 

bulletin got on board with giving me a chance to speak up for Santa Chiara in two formats. 

Moreover, the designer said she would make the flyer double-sided and include photos she 

downloaded from our website. This is amazing. They hope to outdo the amount raised in 

previous years.  

 

 
 

 


