
January 12, 2022 

Lab Results  
 

The covid test I took last Wednesday for my Saturday flight to Haiti were sent to my on Monday 

evening at 8:00pm. Had I not waited five hours at the walk-in lab on Friday, I would still be in 

Florida. To wait five days for a lab test that could be taken no more than three days before entering 

Haiti is impossible.  
 

Meanwhile here at Santa Chiara, we think the latest version of covid has invaded our residence. 

For the past week, many of the children and staff have been sick with all the symptoms of the 

omicron variant: high fever, coughing, shortness of breath, infections. We can’t be sure it is 

omicron because there is no testing easily available. Dr. Stéphanie thinks it omicron.  
 

But the big issue, the most maddening and annoying issue, stems from the “court” hearing today 

in response to the claim made against me by Batibat in which she made preposterous demands 

to settle what she called her unjustified firing. Gabens and our lawyer showed up yesterday for 

the 11:00am hearing and learned that the “judge” (inspector or adjudicator) had not come to 

work. Batibat was present; she was angry. Our lawyer went to see if another judge could hear the 

case. He found one. After inspecting the case file and the complaint, the backup judge said the 

claim was ridiculous and outside the scope of the agency. However, he could not do anything 

about because the absent judge had written his name on the file, meaning only he could render a 

judgement. Gabens told Batibat he was legally coming after her and the “judge,” as he believes 

they were in collusion in bringing forth this frivolous and baseless complaint in a case that had 

already been adjudicated in favor of Santa Chiara. For what it is worth, a member of Batibat 

extended family, said that Batibat is a heartless woman who does not care about the future of the 

children or Santa Chiara. SCCC was just a job for her; her laziness was evident to everyone, as 

was her proclivity to spread nasty rumors and undermine the leadership of SCCC. 
 

And to top off my day, two of my recent manuscripts (one on Merton’s influence on my life over 

the last 25 years and the other a book of prayer poems and reflections) were rejected by yet 

another publisher. A new Journal reader who is retired after spending many years in Catholic 

publishing submitted the manuscripts to a former colleague at a venerable publishing house. In 

the rejection letter addressed to Journal reader, the publisher said not only were the books not 

suitable for his two imprints, they also were not suitable “for any publisher focusing on 

apologetics rooted in the authentic answers offered by Christ in His Mystical Body, the Catholic 

Church. I fear that Mr. Straub cedes too much ground to relativism, as did Thomas Merton in his 

final years.” I’m wasn’t surprised. Or upset. I find it interesting that in Pope Francis’ address to a 

joint session the US Congress on September 24, 2015, he mentioned four distinguished Americans 

that he signaled out for praise, one of whom was Thomas Merton. The good thing about the letter 

was that after reading it to Step, we actually watched the Pope’s entire address on U-tube. I 

wanted to turn it off after 15 minutes but she wanted to keep watching the nearly hour-long 

address. She really liked what the Pope said.  
 

 


