
January 24, 2022 

Hunger Pandemic 
 

Approximately 4.3 million people in rural and urban Haiti suffer from high levels of acute food 

insecurity, nearly double the figures reported in 2018. A million people need urgent help, 

according to data from several organizations. The number of people experiencing high levels of 

acute food insecurity and requiring assistance is expected to rise to some 4.6 million, including 

1.3 million in an urgent situation. By all measures, the country is quickly going downhill, mostly 

due to a heightened sense of insecurity because of the unchecked gang violence. The socio-

political and economic crisis in Haiti has worsened since the 2021 assassination of president 

Jovenel Moïse, to the point where a decent meal is a luxury. As I drive around Port-au-Prince, I 

can see there is an increase in the number of people aggressively begging, most motioning they 

are hungry. 

 

Moïse Walking  
 

 
Moïse spent about 90 minutes on the second floor on Saturday afternoon. Most of that time he 

was walking around, mostly on his own. When he got tired, he climbed up onto the couch to sit 

with Steph.  

 

Photo Op 
 

The Notre Dame Magazine asked Joe Heil to get a group photo of the kids at Santa Chiara to 

accompany his article which will be published in the Spring edition of the magazine. I sent Joe 

four photos from the kids performing at the Christmas Party. He nixed them all. He said the photo 

had to be in color and of ALL the kids. Ugh. I dreaded thought of getting all the kids to sit still 



for a group portrait. I knew it would be like herding gates. Moreover, getting them all to sit still, 

look at the camera and smile would be extremely difficult. I also knew the early morning light 

would be the best, which meant the photo had to be arranged early on a weekend morning. School 

mornings are too chaotic. The photo had most of our kids in it. Moise and other infants were not 

up. Two kids were asleep. The four kids who live in one of the SCCC apartments adjacent to our 

property were not present; nor were the four children of the weekday staff who go home with 

their moms on the weekend. A few could not be ready before the sun was be too harsh for a good 

photo. I took about 50 photos. The first few did not have enough kids present which was 

unfortunate because the light was perfect. Most of the full group shots were marred by one or 

two kids making a funny face or sticking out their tongue, or turning around to look at the kids 

behind them. As the sun rose higher in the sky, the lighting was harsher and shadows crossed 

the face of the taller kids in the back row.  
 

I reviewed and edited the photos on Sunday morning. Two were acceptable. Three were a better. 

I only considered two photos worthy of publication. Before I share the winning photo that I sent 

to Joe Heil, I want to show you some of the unposed photos I took of the little kids before everyone 

was reasonably settled for the formal group photo. These include Steph trying her best to get the 

kids to cooperate when they really wanted to be sleeping or eating breakfast. For me, all that I 

cared about was the lighting and the need to get an acceptable photo before the sun was very 

high in the sky. Photography is all about the lighting. I like catching spontaneous, unplanned 

photos. Getting someone to sit for a formal portrait is not my cup of tea. This first photo featured 

only the younger kids. 
 

 
I love this photo. 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
These are two of the acceptable photos. 

 
 



 
Above is the first runner-up. 

 

 
And this is the winner…which will appear in the Notre Dame Magazine. 

 


