
January 30, 2022 

The Beauty of Creation 
 

I understand the alarms ecologists are ringing. I believe the earth is in peril because of our abuse 

of our planet. Yet, the daily problems of my life in Haiti pushes ecological concerns to the bottom 

of my list of things to worry about. Still, to stand alone on the 2nd floor balcony at SCCC and watch 

the sunrise gives me a glimpse of beauty in the ugliness of life in Haiti. From me office window, 

I can see the mountains in the distance. From atop our hill, it looks like paradise. Yet, the reality 

on the ground is closer to hell, as people cling to life without the basic needs of survival. When I 

am in Florida, I have a heightened awareness of the beauty of creation. The people I see are mostly 

visitors to the island enjoying a seaside day of fun in the sun. Restaurants are filled with dinners. 

I only see people relaxing and not struggling like the people in Haiti. At times I feel guilty at being 

in such a beautiful place, as I carry the suffering of the Haitian children in my heart.     
 

Today I want to share with you the thoughts of two great men who understood the connection between all 

of creation and all of us. 
 

“It really boils down to this: that all life is interrelated. We are all caught in an inescapable 

network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects 

all indirectly. We are made to live together because of the interrelated structure of reality.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr.  

“A Christmas Sermon on Peace,”  

in The Trumpet of Conscience 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 2010), 70, 71. 

 

“The Earth is everywhere. You may be used to thinking of the Earth as only the ground beneath 

your feet. But the water, the sea, the sky, and everything around us comes from the Earth. 

Everything outside us and everything inside us comes from the Earth. We often forget that the 

planet we are living on has given us all the elements that make up our bodies. The water in our 

flesh, our bones, and all the microscopic cells inside our bodies all come from the Earth and are 

part of the Earth. The Earth is not just the environment we live in. We are the Earth and we are 

always carrying her within us. 
 

Realizing this, we can see that the Earth is truly alive. We are a living, breathing manifestation of 

this beautiful and generous planet. Knowing this, we can begin to transform our relationship to 

the Earth. We can begin to walk differently and to care for her differently. We will fall completely 

in love with the Earth. When we are in love with someone or something, there is no separation 

between ourselves and the person or thing we love. We do whatever we can for them and this 

brings us great joy and nourishment. That is the relationship each of us can have with the Earth. 

That is the relationship each of us must have with the Earth if the Earth is to survive, and if we 

are to survive as well.” 

—Thich Nhat Hanh 

Love Letter to the Earth  
(Berkeley, CA: Parallax Press, 2013), 8–9 

 

Thich Nhat Hanh, the Vietnamese Buddhist monk and influential spiritual writer, died on January 21, 

2022 at 95 years of age. Thomas Merton called him “a brother.” He was a champion of interfaith dialogue. 



Yesterday was bitter cold by Florida standards. Temperature was 52 degrees when I took a brisk, 

short walk along the jetty at 5:00pm…to see creation. 
 

 
The setting sun cast a golden glow on the posing pelican. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Focusing on a flying bird is hard with cell phone. 

I wish I could bring my professional Canon camera to Florida, but it is just too much to lug.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
Try to spread your wings and glide through your day. 

 

 


