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In the Eyes of Jesus 
Human need 

―be it physical, emotional, spiritual or social― 

was Jesus’ reason for being. 

Christ wants us to respond to 

the suffering that torments the poor. 

Jesus wants us to create a society 

where human lives are 

dignified with justice, 

uplifted in compassion, 

and nurtured by peace. 
 

The ever-increasing world of violence 

that threatens us all can only be defeated by love, 

by the reaching out of a hand 

in a moment of darkness. 
 

Compassion is the most effective response 

to hatred and violence. 

Because of the birth, life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

we know that every birth, every life, 

and every death matters to God… 

and matters to us. 
 

Christ always approached people 

in a gentle, humble manner, 

seeking only to refresh them 

with a tender touch, a kind word. 

He always personified the love 

to which he called others. 

He gave himself fully to everyone. 

He saw every one as a brother and sister, 

a child of God. 

He broke down the walls 

that separate humans from each other. 
 

If we are to be the incarnate body of Christ 

we too must love, 

must give ourselves away, 

must be with the poor. 

Our individual welfare 

cannot be separated from 

the welfare of those around us. 
 



True compassion stems from 

fellowship and interdependence. 

The God whom Jesus reveals 

in not a God consumed with power, 

but a God interested in relationships 

of caring fidelity, 

a God who is in solidarity 

with the most vulnerable and most needy. 
 

Jesus gives and forgives. 

When we walk with Jesus, 

God’s generosity is guaranteed, 

making greed and the frenetic pursuit 

of acquiring more and more of everything 

both inappropriate and unnecessary. 
 

Jesus gives us new marching orders: 

love one another. 

And in the eyes of Jesus, 

a brother or a sister is everyone, 

even those who don’t look like us, 

don’t act like us, don’t believe like us… 

and even those who 

make us uncomfortable or hate us. 
 

Jesus calls us to 

an alternative way of life, 

a way which says no to control, 

power and domination, 

a way which says yes 

to trusting in the abundance of God. 
 

To Love and Embrace Everyone  
 

“When greed and pride overtake our basic survival needs, the result is always violence and 

unnecessary devastation.” -Thich Nhat Hahn 
 

We try our best to love and embrace everyone who enters our gate, immediately, without 

pretense, and without exception. In a place such as Haiti, this is not easy. It is, however, the goal 

we strive to achieve.  
 

A friend at the United Nations wrote to say there is an expectation of a new, intense wave of 

violence beginning on February 7th and hoped I was not returning on that date. I will be going 

back to Haiti tomorrow, the day before the anticipate violence begins.  
 

 


