
February 15, 2022 

Exploring His Wide New World 
 

Moïse has quickly moved beyond a few halting steps. He is now walking all over the yard, and 

on Saturday he shocked me by climbing the back stairs. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



More sack races on Saturday. The little kids love this. 

 
 

 
 

Labor Unrest 
 

Police fired tear gas for a second day last Thursday in attempts to break up protests by striking 

workers demanding pay increases at an industrial park near the airport, not very far from our 

home. The workers employed at factories that produce textiles and other goods said they make 



500 gourdes ($5) a day for nine hours of work and are seeking a minimum of 1,500 gourdes ($15) 

a day. Their demands come as Haiti has seen a sharp rise in inflation. Strikers used burning tires 

to block a main road, and police tried to disperse the crowd with tear gas. But demonstrators 

persisted, ultimately gathering in front of an industrial park that employs them and was 

shuttered on Thursday. Police also fired tear gas at strikers on Wednesday. 
 

I can unequivocally tell you that a person cannot survive on five bucks a day in Haiti. Moreover, 

I knew people who worked on those factories and they were treated like dogs. If you were sick 

for two or three days in a row, you would be replaced and not rehired. The worker would have 

no recourse, because the factory owners could easily bride the officials handle laborer abuse. 
 

I truly lament not being able to pay my menial workers (those who wash clothes and dishes) 

more. The only small degree of relief my conscience receives is that we treat them with dignity, 

feed them a hardy meal, and cover their medical bills. No unskilled worker in Haiti gets that kind 

of a benefit.  

 

Quote of the Day 
 

“God clearly loves diversity. All we need to do is look at the animal world, or the world under 

the sea, or each human being: who of us looks exactly alike? We are always different. Is there any 

evidence to show where, in all creation, that God prefers uniformity? But we consistently confuse 

uniformity with spiritual unity.” -Richard Rohr, OFM 

 

 
Michele was under my Subaru yesterday, reassembling the parts that turn the car.  

Should be done today. The parts he had to get downtown (on his motorcycle) for cash cost $370. 

I didn’t hear from Gabens how much the parts he put on the credit card cost. 



 


