
March 12, 2022 

I’m the Best 
 

A few days ago, a Journal reader sent me a message saying: LOOK WHAT I FOUND. It was an old blog 

dated October 20, 2014. Those were pre-Haiti days, pre-Haiti Journal Days when I sent out daily blogs. I 

gave it up well before going to Haiti. 

 

New post on Gerry Straub's Blog 
 

  

 

I’m the Best 
by Gerry Straub 

Jesus instructed us to never think of ourselves as more important than others, to never put 

ourselves before anyone. His message is clear: think little of yourself and be happy that others 

do not consider you very important. Moreover, Jesus asks us to stop struggling to control 

events for your own benefit, and instead try to be a servant to others. Sadly, I find it easy to 

ignore His advice. 

Self-importance fosters an addiction to and craving for human respect. I am the source of my 

own misery. As my ego decreases, happiness and peace increases. All addictions mask a 

craving to be loved and express a need for acceptance or power. 

The best way to lovingly serve our neighbor is to take our eyes off ourselves, to forget 

ourselves, to become unimportant to ourselves, and fix our eyes and hearts and minds on 

Christ. We must let go of self-centeredness to love with true purity under all circumstances. 
 

Quote of the Day 
 

Being a disciple of Jesus is taking up the battle against evil. It is more than avoiding sin. It is helping to create a 

new world. Following Christ is more than keeping ourselves pure. It is standing with Christ, facing the devil in 

the eye, and saying, “Your power stops with me.” 

—Fr. George M. Smiga, STD 
 

Graduation Day 
 

Tomorrow is graduation day at Aristide’s university. Dr. Stéphanie is part of the planning and 

coordinating the event. She graduated from the university medical school in 2018. This meant she 

had to be part of five days of rehearsals and meetings, three hours each day. Dr. Aristide was 

present on two occasions. On Thursday afternoon there was even a meeting at Aristide’s home. I 
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drove Steph to and from the school each day. Because the road where the school is located is 

dangerous and a known stretch of road where kidnappings are prevalent, she wanted me to just 

hang out at the university so as not to be driving back and forth b myself. I took three books and 

note book with me. I parked myself at a table in an open- air cafeteria for most of the time. The 

campus is beautiful. It was hard to believe I was in Haiti. The time passed easily. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
The drive to and from the school was not easy. 

 
One morning, two motorcycles crashed into each other right next to my door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
This is the auditorium where the graduation will be held. 

 

 
At one of the rehearsals, Steph played Aristide handing out the diplomas. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The graduation will be televised on Haitian TV.  

Dr. Stéphanie will be on the stage with Dr. Aristide.  

 

 
One day, there were no seats in the cafeteria. 

I spent much of the time seated on the ground under this tree. 

 

 

 


