
March 23, 2022 

A Journal Alternative 
 

Yesterday, I was blessed with a day without any interruptions or emergencies and I was able to 12 hours 

of concentrated work on proofreading and correcting the interior of my new book that had been prepared by 

the book designer. Last night I realized I did not have a Journal prepared for today. There was nothing in 

my hat to pull out. Then I had the idea for an alternative: share with the Journal readers something I shared 

with about two dozen friends and supporters. Here is how I introduced it: 
 

Back in 2008 & 2009, I made three trips to Uganda to make a film titled, The Fragrant Spirit of Life. 

The film is divided into two parts, each present on it on DVD. Part One runs 132 minutes; Part 

Two runs 1:38 minutes. The long length and tough images and stories meant it required a 

herculean effort to watch it all. If you’re not serving a life sentence in prison, you probably won’t 

have the time to watch it all. 
 

I’ve seen most of Part One many times, as it features the dramatic story of Sam & Esther, the two 

kids we found nearly naked, lying on the dirt ground, close to death from starvation. They were 

also paralyzed from polio. But I have not seen any of Part Two for a dozen years. Last week, I 

had reason to show Steph a scene from Part Two. When I watched the DVD, I was surprised by 

how it began. Of course, I instantly recalled how a friend of mine who was a famous studio 

musician who worked with many famous rock groups had written and performed a song for Part 

Two. It was recorded in the basement of the home of a member of the group Guns & Roses. The 

song featured children of some Hollywood celebrities. The song runs 4:43. 
 

My friend and Pax et Bonum Communications co-worker (then and now) put the song on Vimeo 

so I can easily share with friends. Here is the link: 
 

https://vimeo.com/690052214/d08a7cb631 
 

I hope you can take the time to watch it. The response from those who watched it a few days ago, 

deeply moved by it. 
 

We did good work back in those film days. I miss them. 
 

And today we are doing something to change the world. 
 

Gerry 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/690052214/d08a7cb631

