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Guns Abound and Food Is Unaffordable 
 

In recent weeks, hundreds of Haitian migrants have arrived by boat in the Florida Keys. Almost 

all of them tell U.S. officials they’re coming to escape the armed terror back in Haiti driven by a 

federation of violent gangs that now control much of Haiti and its capital, Port-au-Prince. 
 

In videos advertising their power, federation leaders like Jimmy "Barbecue" Cherizier like to 

brandish semi-automatic rifles and other military-style weapons — guns you can’t buy legally in 

Haiti. They’re smuggled in, almost always from the U.S., often from Florida. 
 

 
Gang leader Jimmy 'Barbecue' Cherizier in a Port-au-Prince slum last year brandishing an assault rifle  
 

In recent months U.S. and Haitian authorities have arrested several alleged smugglers running 

high-powered guns like AK-47 rifles and 9-mm pistols into Haiti. Haitian officials say as many as 

half a million illegal firearms are in the country now. 
 

Haiti is part of a ‘ring of fire’ – stretching from Afghanistan, through to the Sahel and Latin 

America – where extreme weather, conflict, COVID-19 and rising costs are pushing people to the 

brink. With global food prices at an all-time high, there is concern about the impact of the Ukraine 

crisis on food security, which will likely continue to negatively impact purchasing power in a 

highly import-dependent counties such as Haiti. I did food shopping yesterday, and could clearly 

see the prices have dramatically increased. 4.5 million Haitians are now experiencing high levels 

of acute food insecurity. The ongoing economic crisis in Haiti, characterized by a weakening 

currency against the US dollar, soaring inflation, and a hike in fuel prices in previous months, has 

reduced the purchasing power of many poorer households, making basics like food, 

unaffordable. The crisis is expected to get worse over the next three months. 

https://www.wfp.org/news/ring-fire-circling-globe-sparking-starvation-mass-migration-and-destabilization-warns-wfp


 

On a more pleasant note, I end with two photos from a few days ago. 

 

 
 

 


