
April 14, 2022 

Inflation 
 

Haiti is experiencing inflation on steroids. For the last seven years that I’ve essentially lived in 

Haiti the cost of essential goods was beyond the what vast swaths of the population could buy, 

which gave rise to hunger and hopelessness. Currently soaring prices far outpace the wages of 

Haitians who actually have jobs. I am very concerned about the ability of our staff to survive on 

the low wages we are able to pay them. I need to do better. I must do better. In April, we gave 

five or six employees a slight bump in their salary, in the range of ten bucks a month. I was able 

to do so because I terminated one employee who was not pulling his weight; I spread his salary 

over our lowest paid staff. 
 

Thanks to three donations that were directly tied to the Notre Dame Magazine that was published 

last week, I have the confidence to boost more staff salaries. One alumnus sent $1,000. Another 

sent $200. And the third sent $50. The first two read Joe Heil’s profile of me; the third read my 

essay on Vincent van Gogh. All three were inspired check out the Santa Chiara website and make 

a one-time donation via PayPal. Hopefully, more of the magazine readers will follow their 

spontaneous generosity. I doubt that SCCC can survive unless we expand our donor base. But 

that is another story. In May, I plan on giving at least five additional deserving staff members a 

raise.  
 

 
No inflation here: Bency Clare Straub has gone from the most difficult child at SCCC 

to one of the most helpful. She has taken on the role of teaching and correcting the younger kids. 

It is a pure joy for me to see. 



 
This is Bethanie. Besides being a great kid, she is a budding artist. 

She never gives anyone any trouble and spends lots of time drawing. 

 



 
Judeline (left) and her niece Francesca. 

 


