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Life Beyond Our Walls 
 

On April 12th the National Association of Haitian [law] Clerks help a day-long strike to protest 

against salary disparities and discrimination in the judicial system. A few days earlier, lawyers 

from Haiti’s Bar Association held a sit-in to demand that the government relocate the civil court 

to a safer area. 
 

On Holy Thursday, I read a report from the United Nations written by a Haitian staff member of 

the UN Development Program in Haiti. He wrote the peaceful neighborhood south of Port-au-

Prince where he grew up was “peaceful,” but it is now a “lawless, hellish zone.” The writer 

studied philosophy, law, and economics in college and worked as a journalist before working for 

the UN agency. He wrote: “Through my work with UNDP on the ground, we get to meet 

principled, resilient people who believe in a better future with a strong community spirit, who 

work hard, in the absence of basic public services.” He faces the daily risk of being kidnapped, or 

worse. The constant insecurity threatens all people living in Haiti. He wrote: “Many people 

believe that all UN staff members and people who work for international organizations are rich, 

and this gives rise to jealousy and even hatred, amongst those who don’t have the same 

opportunities as us, in a country with a very high rate of unemployment. With the alarming rise 

in the number of kidnappings we have seen recently, this sense of insecurity is increasing.” 
 

A crowded sidewalk with various items for sale in a Port-au-Prince neighborhood. 
 

The UN staffer faces a life-threatening commute every day. He wrote: “Over the last year, as the 

security situation has deteriorated, I have also had to be careful which roads I take to get to work. 

This is the case for me, and other colleagues who live in areas affected by rising insecurity such 

as downtown Port-au-Prince, Carrefour, Mariani, Merger, Gressier, or Léogâne. My wife and I 

are obliged to stay with family in Port-au-Prince during the week, even though we have built a 

family home elsewhere. Our two children are at school close to where we built our home, and we 

can only hope to see them on the weekend, if we are able to make the journey. Otherwise, we can 

only communicate by telephone, as if we were living in another country. Commuting is too 



dangerous. The authorities have lost control of main transportation routes to the south and east 

of the city, through areas such as Martissant and Croix des Bouquets, and gangsters are pillaging 

the population, raping women and shooting at passengers on buses or in cars. Travelling by road 

means accepting that you will be driving past human bodies, left on the roadside to be eaten by 

dogs. I doubt that those killed in Martissant even figure in the official death statistics. Today in 

Haiti, ideas such as free choice, free movement, and security are becoming more and more 

removed from reality. “  

 

 
A young woman displays souvenir items for sale on a wall in a Port-au-Prince neighborhood. 

 
A man walking in Delmas, Port au Prince, Haiti. 

 

This UN agency employee captures the insecurity we all face every day. He wrote: “The future 

of Haiti is very uncertain. It is as if we live in a failed State. I don’t feel that we have the leaders 

in a position of authority to restore order. It’s a situation of total terror. I feel as if I’m in a country 

that is dying. Whatever happens, I will fight to survive, no matter what. But to survive, you need 

to stay alive, and I’m worried that the insecurity is getting closer and closer to me. Many of my 



acquaintances have become victims of violence and kidnappings, either directly or indirectly. I 

fear that my wife and children are targets for criminals. Given the current situation, many people 

have left the country, and many more are planning to leave. Even the intellectual elite, those with 

a decent quality of life, are emigrating. I want to stay in a Haiti whose institutions work for its 

citizens, without any discrimination, where inequality is reduced, and all citizens have access to 

basic services. I don’t think that Haiti is necessarily doomed. We can find our way out of this 

mess, as long as there is a collective awakening, and a critical mass decides to get us back on track. 

But this will require a lot of sacrifices, and a willingness to act in the collective interest.” 
 

Jealousy and revenge run deep within the Haitian culture, especially among the poorest and least 

educated Haitians. Many former SCCC staffers are determined to hurt me and force the home to 

be closed. On Wednesday, I received a vile text message from Billy’s mother that deeply upset 

me. No matter how much I good I do for the children and the staff, disgruntled former employees 

want to hurt me and destroy the beauty we have created at Santa Chiara. This is the cross I carry. 
 

I am tired of the struggle. 
 

I feel deeply the hopelessness of the tomb of Christ on this Holy Saturday. 
 

Haiti is seared with sadness. The poor are stuck in the long, lonely, dark Saturday between the 

cross and the resurrection, enduring the immensity of waiting for something to change.  

 

 

All of us at Santa Chiara 
wish all of our donors 

and all the Journal readers 
a joyful celebration of the 

resurrection of Christ. 
  

 
 

 

https://haitiantimes.com/2020/10/06/judicial-clerks-continue-to-strike-despite-reopening-of-judicial-year/?relatedposts_hit=1&relatedposts_origin=53246&relatedposts_position=0
https://haitiantimes.com/2020/10/06/judicial-clerks-continue-to-strike-despite-reopening-of-judicial-year/?relatedposts_hit=1&relatedposts_origin=53246&relatedposts_position=0

