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The Mounting Violence 
 

The lack of security is the number one concern on the minds of all Haitians. Any time SCCC staff 

members leave our compound to get necessary fuel and supplies, I worry about their safety. No 

one is safe. You try to push the concern to the back of your mind as you go about doing what 

needs to be done, but it is not easy. Fear is in the air. Hope for an improvement is anemic. The 

news just seems to get worse by the day. 
 

According to Reuters, Haitian gang members raped women and girls and burned people alive 

during two weeks of turf wars near the capital of Port-au-Prince, a Haitian rights group said in a 

report detailing the bloody conflict. 
 

Battles between the rival Chen Mechan and 400 Mawozo gangs left 148 people dead, the National 

Human Rights Defense Network said, adding some were hacked to death with machetes or died 

when their homes were set on fire. 
 

"A massacre of incredible cruelty was perpetrated," reads the report released late on Tuesday, 

which says government authorities failed to control the violence. "At the highest level of the state, 

there was no reaction." 
 

The Chen Mechan gang killed seven of its own members who wanted to halt the confrontation 

with 400 Mawozo, the report said. The rest were civilians accused of collaborating with rivals or 

people who have spoken out against gang abuses, the human rights group found. 
 

In the Port-au-Prince neighborhoods of Corridor Djo and Santo 2, gangs killed 47 people - burning 

17 of the corpses and burying 30 in mass graves, according to the report. 
 

In addition, people were burned in the streets with tires, the report said. A spokesman for the 

government of Prime Minister Ariel Henry did not immediately respond to a request for 

comment. Haiti's gangs have grown in strength since the assassination last year of President 

Jovenel Moise, and have become de facto authorities in significant portions of the country. 
 

Gang violence is routinely identified as the biggest problem facing Haiti, as kidnappings and 

shootouts lead growing numbers of people to leave the country on rickety boats in hopes of 

reaching the United States. 
 

Last week eight Turkish citizens were kidnapped in Port-au-Prince. The group of five men and 

three women had boarded a bus in the neighboring Dominican Republic and were kidnapped 

late Sunday afternoon in the Croix-des-Bouquets neighborhood of Port-au-Prince. Croix-des-

Bouquets is controlled by the 400 Mawozo gang. 
 

In a related story, a notorious Haitian gangster was due to appear in a US court Wednesday for 

allegedly leading the armed abduction and kidnapping of 17 Christian missionaries last year. Joly 

Germine, 29, is said to be a leader of the 400 Mawozo gang, infamous for holding foreigners for 

ransom. Mr Germine, known as 'Yonyon', is the first defendant to be charged over the 

kidnappings. Transferred from a Haitian jail into US federal custody earlier this month, he is 



being held in the District of Columbia for conspiracy to commit hostage taking. He faces a 

separate charge for arms smuggling. 
 

His indictment "demonstrates that the United States will not tolerate crime against our citizens, 

here or abroad," said FBI director Christopher Wray. Three other alleged gang members were 

also arrested alongside Germine for arms smuggling, though not for the kidnapping of the group 

of missionaries from the Christian Aid Ministries in October 2021. According to the Department 

of Justice, Germine directed their nabbing from a Haitian prison and was "in regular contact" with 

other 400 Mawozo leaders over ransom negotiations. Part of the reason for the kidnapping was 

to use the hostages to bargain for Germine's prison release, prosecutors said. 
 

The gang later demanded a ransom of one million dollars per hostage. It is not clear if any money 

was paid. Two hostages were freed in November, and another three in early December. The 

remaining 12 escaped captivity on or around the night of 16 December, after 61 days of captivity 

during which they faced constant threats of violence. 

 

Panoramic Views 
 

We do not have the official results to the inspection by the social services agency, however, word 

from a source inside the agency said when the team returned to the office they kept saying, “We 

can’t believe how clean the place was…even the toilets.” The grounds are swept three times a 

day, twice by the staff and once by the children. Word is we will get all A’s and will be officially 

recognized by the Haitian government. I want us to be an example of the best orphanage in Haiti. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

I thank everyone for their support over the last seven years. 

We’re here because of you and for you. 
 

 
 

 


