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Forced Migration 
 

During my five trips to Africa, I saw first-hand how war and famine forced huge numbers of 

people to migrate to safer areas. They would rather endure the hardships of refugee camps to the 

certain death they face in their homeland. The same thing is now happening in Haiti. 
 

Haitians are fleeing in greater numbers to the neighboring Dominican Republic, where they 

board rickety wooden boats painted sky blue to blend with the ocean to try to reach Puerto Rico 

— a trip in which 11 Haitian women drowned last week, with dozens of other migrants believed 

missing. It was the latest fatal trip as U.S. authorities said they have detained twice the number 

of migrants in and around U.S. jurisdictions in the Caribbean in the past year compared with a 

year earlier. 
 

“We’ve seen our Haitian numbers explode,” Scott Garrett, acting chief patrol agent for U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection in Puerto Rico, told The Associated Press. Garrett and others say 

Haiti’s political instability, coupled with brutal gang violence and a crumbling economy, have 

prompted people to flee, with more doing so via the Dominican Republic. Both countries share 

the island of Hispaniola, which lies west of Puerto Rico, with a treacherous area known as the 

Mona Passage separating the two. 
 

In the most recent capsizing, spotted on Thursday, 11 bodies of Haitian women were found and 

38 people rescued — 36 of them Haitians and two from the Dominican Republic. Authorities say 

one of those rescued was charged with human smuggling. The boat capsized about 11 miles (18 

kilometers) north of the uninhabited island of Desecheo, west of Puerto Rico. Dozens are believed 

missing. Garrett said it’s unclear exactly how many migrants were aboard the boat, but said 

survivors provided authorities with their own estimates: “The numbers we’re hearing are 

somewhere between 60 and 75.” The search continued on Friday, with the U.S. Coast Guard 

scouring the open waters northwest of Puerto Rico via boat, plane and helicopter. Rescue efforts 

began on Thursday after a U.S. Customs and Border Protection helicopter saw people clinging to 

the capsized boat.  
 

 



Authorities released images showing migrants desperately holding onto the boat in open waters 

as they awaited rescue. Once ashore, the migrants were escorted down a pier, with at least one 

wearing nothing but underwear. Some were taken to ambulances, and eight Haitians remained 

hospitalized on Friday. 
 

The fact is that people are so scared of being killed by gang violence they will risk everything to 

get out of Haiti. I read one report that indicated that nearly 150 people have been killed and scores 

wounded during gunfights between warring gangs in Haiti, as the latest surge of violence has 

paralyzed much of the sprawling capital, Port-au-Prince. 
 

Doctors with Borders said on Thursday that it had treated more than 96 people with gunshot 

wounds in its medical facilities in Port-au-Prince since 24 April. Most of the victims had very 

serious gunshot wounds that require extensive care. The Haitian population is in an extremely 

vulnerable situation. 
 

Last week, the National Human Rights Defense Network found that as many as 148 people had 

been killed during intense battles between the 400 Mawozo and Chen Mechan, two feared rival 

gangs. During a bloody fortnight of battle, gang members raped women and girls and burned 

people alive, the organization said in a report on Tuesday. In one neighborhood, gangs killed 47 

people before burning 17 of the bodies and burying the rest in mass graves. “A massacre of 

incredible cruelty was perpetrated,” claims the report, which says that authorities did little to 

stem the violence. “At the highest level of the state, there was no reaction.” Many residents fleeing 

violence have arrived to makeshift shelters, sometimes just a few blocks from their homes, where 

they face little humanitarian assistance and risk exploitation, according to charities working in 

the capital. Roadblocks were thrown up in gang-controlled neighborhoods across Port-au-Prince, 

preventing ambulances and aid vehicles from moving around. Some patients could only reach a 

hospital after delays of 24 hours, due to barricades manned by gangs. 
 

 
This photo of a mom taking her child to school was taken on March 29th. 

It would not surprise me if she decided to take her daughter on a boat to Puerto Rico. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/haiti


More and more areas of the capital – usually considered “safe” – are now battlefields; thousands 

of people are fleeing their houses. If something is not done soon, Haiti’s spiraling descent into 

hell will not be reversible.  
 

Due to the increase in kidnappings and the prevailing insecurity in the neighboring nation, many 

Dominican truck carriers have decided not to enter Haiti to carry merchandise and food products 

in trucks and barges. Even specialized Dominican workers have lately restricted their entry into 

Haitian territory. Haiti is becoming a country in which every one wants to leave and no one wants 

to enter. On most of my flights into Haiti, I am the only white person on the plane. As recently as 

two years ago, I would estimate that perhaps 25% of the passengers traveling to Haiti were whites 

associated with charitable or religious organizations.  
 

The day may come when I may not be able to go. Right now, most of the more horrific violence 

is on the parameters of the city. While we are close to the violence of Cité Soleil, we are still a 

somewhat comfortable distance from it. As I have recently mentioned, some of our employees 

still live in the massive slum. We are trying to relocate some of them to a “safer” area. The fear is 

that the gangs will widen their area of control because the more territory they control the more 

protection fees they can obtain from local businesses. It is all exhausting and worrisome. The 

sense of hopelessness is worse than the choking pollution. A mask won’t protect you from a 

bullet.  
 

But for now, the Santa Chiara kids are safe, well-fed, and as happy as is possible.  

 

 
This photo was taken on Friday evening, not long before bed time. 

 

A little earlier some of the younger kids had a little snack. 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 


