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American Religious Landscape 
 

In 1986, America literary editor Patrick Samway, S.J., interviewed Andre Dubus for the Nov. 15, 

1986 edition of the magazine. In his blunt manner, the acclaimed short-story writer had some 

tough words for the American religious landscape. Dubus told Father Samway: 
 

I’ve seen the whole of my fictive world through the eyes of someone who believes the 

main problem in the United States is that we have lost all spiritual values and not 

replaced them with anything that is comparable. We just pretend all this. We never have 

been a Christian country.  
 

As a matter of fact, there never has been a Christian country. Has there ever been a 

country that didn’t kill its enemies, oppress the poor and bring the strong and the rich 

to power? Well, it saddens me and angers me. Maybe that’s why I’m fascinated by the 

mystics, those who transcend all that drowns me. The mystics remain in harmony with 

the earth and their fellow human beings and, yet, are above it all as they enjoy union 

with God. 
 

Dubus was spot on in his assessment of the state of Christianity. It should sadden and anger 

us…and lead us to a more mystical expression of our faith. 
 

Years later Henri Nouwen had a gentler view: "I am less and less clear what is good or bad 

religion, what is regressive or progressive, but I am more and more convinced how important it 

is to respond to real needs and to prevent ourselves from narrowing God to one or two images." 
(From Love, Henri: Letters on the Spiritual Life. Edited by Gabrielle Earnshaw) [New York: Convergent, 2016 - pg. 9] 

 

Sometimes, probably often, our bad thinking become habits of the heart. A deceased friend, who 

was a Jesuit priest, once said to me, “Mini-prejudices and knee-jerk judgements can produce a 

mood of undeclared war.”  
 

 


