
July 4, 2022 

The Death of a Martyr 
 

When Fr. Tom in people of the murder of Sr. Luisa Dell’Orto he said she was French. I wondered 

about this. My recollection was that she was Italian. There is an Italian nun who ministers in Cité 

Soleil. I figured I was confused, as I normally am. But no, St. Luisa was born in Italy. Sense her 

murder, people from around the world, even Pope Francis, and in Haiti have been mourning her 

passing.  
 

On the morning of Saturday, June 25, Sr Luisa was the victim of an armed attack. Seriously 

injured, she was rushed to hospital, where she died shortly after, two days before her 65th 

birthday. The news has had a great impact in Port-au-Prince, where 'Seur Luisa', as they called 

her, was an institution. 
 

Speaking during the Angelus on Sunday to the public in St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City, Pope 

Francis said, “I would like to express my closeness to the relatives and fellow sisters of Sister 

Luisa Dell’Orto, a Little Sister of the Gospel of Saint Charles de Foucauld, who was killed 

yesterday in Port-au-Prince, the capital of Haiti. For twenty years, Sister Luisa lived there, 

dedicated above all to serving children on the streets. I entrust her soul to God, and I pray for the 

Haitian people, especially for the least, so they might have a more serene future, without misery 

and without violence. Sister Luisa made a gift of her life to others even to martyrdom.” 
 

While the Church traditionally refers to martyrs only as those who lose their lives at the hands of 

an aggressor acting “in hatred of the faith,” but in 2017, the Holy Father broadened the pathway 

to canonization to include those who give their lives in charity, as Jesus says no one has “greater 

love” than he who gives his life for another. This new path resembles that of martyrdom 

inasmuch as it refers to giving one’s life, but not due to violence caused by “hate of the faith” 

(odium fidei), but rather, as an “heroic act of charity.”  
 

Last year, Sister Luisa wrote of her decision to continue her work in Haiti, which is the poorest 

country in the Western world and plagued by violence and natural disasters. “You will tell me I 

am a bit crazy. Why stay here? Why expose yourself to ‘risk’? What is the point of living in such 

discomfort? Wouldn’t it be better for people to solve their own problems?” She knew the danger. 

Everyone ministering Haiti knows the risk. She elected to stay, to give her life, if necessary, to the 

poor children she so humbly served.  
 

Maria Adele Dell’Orto, Sister Luisa’s biological sister, told Vatican News, “She was aware that 

something might happen … because it’s obvious, even in her last letter she said so, that the 

situation was very difficult. But she was keen to stay and bear witness.” Maria Adele was 

comforted by the fact that her sister had followed the path taken by St Charles. “In these hours, I 

think of how she always lived in the footsteps of Charles de Foucauld, and today I think that she 

died like him.” 
 

Sr Luisa was born in Lomagna, Lecco (in the Lombardi region of northern Italy) on June 27, 1957. 

After attending the Lecco Scientific High School, she graduated in History and Philosophy in 



1984. That same year she entered the Congregation of the Little Sisters of the Gospel of Lyon. In 

1987 she went to Cameroon: she lived in Salapombe, in a forest, among the Baka pygmies, until 

1990. In 1994 she earned a second doctorate in Theology in Switzerland. She also taught at a 

seminary in Switzerland. From 1997 to 2001 she was a missionary in Madagascar, where she 

devoted herself to various pastoral activities, teaching General and Special Ethics. In 2002 she was 

sent to Haiti.  
 

Nicknamed "the angel of street children" by the Italian press, Sister Lucia Dell'Orto was the 

backbone of Kay Chal, 'Casa Carlo', located in a very poor suburb of Port-au-Prince. The center 

provided a safe and welcoming place for hundreds of street children. "We are trying to lend a 

hand to rebuild the values, the sense of dignity, the possibility of not being cursed, and that with 

the Good News, with the Gospel, God loves the Haitian people" confided Sister Lucia Dell'Orto 

at Radio Vatican three years after the reconstruction of the center thanks to Caritas Italy. 
 

Besides working with the children, she taught History of Philosophy and Social Doctrine of the 

Church and was part of the Editorial Board of a local magazine. (I wonder if Casa Carlo was 

named in honor of Carlo Carretto the great spiritual writer (Letters from the Desert) and one of the 

most famous follower of St. Charles de Foucauld. Pope Francis just canonized De Foucauld on 

May 15th. I could fill up pages about both Carlo and Charles…but I won’t. I’ve quoted both often 

in my books. 
 

 
St. Charles de Foucauld. 

 

That Sr. Lucia was a follower of St. Charles tells you much about who she was. 
 

In his message of condolences, the Archbishop of Milan, Mario Delpini, said: "The death of Sister 

Luisa Dell'Orto leaves us heartbroken and disconcerted, it becomes a revelation of the good she 

did and of the holy life she lived, it becomes pain and prayer. On behalf of the Ambrosian Church, 

I express my participation in the mourning of her family, in the grateful and sorrowful memory 

of all those who knew her, and in the certainty that her death, so similar to that of Charles de 

Foucauld, united to the death of Jesus, may be a seed of new life for the land of Haiti and for its 

entry into glory." 
 

The bishops of Haiti have made many appeals and statements about the difficult crisis that the 

country is going through. Violence and corruption are rampant. The population is sinking deeper 

and deeper into poverty and is exhausted. The natural disasters that frequently hit the island and 

the Covid-19 pandemic have contributed to this situation, together with the political instability, 



which saw the assassination of the President of the Republic Jovenel Moïse a year ago. People 

live in fear. If all that was not bad enough, inflation has caused skyrocketing process of 

everything, including fuel and food. There are food shortages, and when there is gasoline, the 

lines waiting for some are insanely long. Haiti is a land of perpetual misery.  
 

Franciscan Sister Marcella Catozza (whom I’ve met many many times) who works in Cite Soleil 

and had regular phone calls with Sr Luisa, called her “strong-willed” but also “shy and humble” 

adding that “in so many years, she has never called me Marcella, but always Sister Marcella to 

emphasize that the centrality of our vocation.” 
 

Both the Vatican and the Diocese of Milan said Sr. Luisa was slain during an armed aggression, 

probably with the aim of robbery during which she was gravely injured. Others in Haiti are 

saying she was intentionally murdered.  
 

According to witnesses, on Saturday June 25th, at around 9.30 a.m., on Delmas 19 street (not far 

from us on Delmas 33) a car rammed into her car, pushing the driver's side towards a wall. Three 

hooded men dressed in black got out of the ramming car. One of them fired four shots at the sister 

who died two hours later in hospital. Nothing was stolen. I’m no detective, but no one robs 

someone by ramming the victims car into a wall. 
 

Pope Francis said it best: "Sister Lucia made her life a gift for others until martyrdom." 
 

I’m sure she would forgive those who killed her.  
 

May she rest in peace.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


