
August 4, 2022 

Storm Clouds 
 

Tuesday evening’s approaching ominous storm clouds were good news, as the coming rain 

would cool off the stifling heat. 
 

 
 

 
 

The dark clouds of gang violence still loom over all of life in Haiti. Mercifully, the first few days 

of this week saw no reported major escalation in the insanity. Life, at least in our immediate 

neighborhood, seemed relatively calm. 

 

As I’ve reported in recent Journals, whenever the rain was accompanied by high winds, the rain 

would pour in through the slots of the window near my desk causing flooding. We finally 

addressed the problem and had a new window installed.  



 
 

I happened to be looking out the window on Tuesday when I spotted Baby walking down the 

alley to her apartment. Notice the rocks on the dirt road. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Moïse has discovered the doorbell to our apartment. He loves hearing the chimes. 

 



Meanwhile, outside our gate…things are very growing worse by  the day. 

Yesterday afternoon, Gabens and I were seated on the back bench talking 

when we heard gunfire close to our back wall. 

Later last night, I saw this headline from the New York Times: 

Gangs Advance on the Seat of Haitian 
Government Power: ‘Haitians Are Hostages’ 

Over 470 people have been killed, injured or are missing in recent violence, according to 
the U.N., as gangs expand their control and threaten the presidential palace. 

 

Gangs are increasing their chokehold on Haiti’s capital, using bulldozers to raze entire 

neighborhoods, overwhelming poorly armed police and taking their violence to within blocks of 

the seat of government. While Haitians have endured relentless bloodshed and tragedy for years, 

the escalation of lawlessness in recent weeks and the government’s inability to exert control has 

terrified the nation. In just a nine-day period in July, more than 470 people were killed, injured 

or missing as a result of gang warfare in Cité Soleil, the country’s largest slum, according to the 

United Nations. In Cité Soleil, home to about 300,000 people, gangs fighting for control are using 

bulldozers to topple homes, gang-rape women and girls, and kill at random, according to 

interviews with residents. 


