
October 13, 2022 

Spreading the Misery 
 

 
 

This is the lead paragraph of a Washington Post editorial from yesterday: 
 

After 15 months of Haiti’s convulsive descent into pandemonium following the 

assassination of its president, there is at last serious discussion of international 

intervention to prevent a humanitarian disaster in the tormented island nation. U.N. 

Secretary General António Guterres on Sunday, the Associated 

Press reported, proposed that one or more countries deploy a rapid action force 

immediately in response to Haiti’s own plea for help to break the paralyzing grip of 

violence and the accelerating breakdown of infrastructure and public order. 
 

The guy asking for help is the Haitian Prime Minister, Ariel Henry. With the help of the United 

States, he assumed power following the assassination of President Jovenel Moïse is at the heart 

of the problem as his unelected, illegitimate government has been supporting the murderous 

gangs that are agents of the elite of Haiti. What seems clear to most Haitians is that Haitians 

cannot end the madness by themselves. There is no authentic dialogue among the various factions 

that can even slow down the looming humanitarian disaster. The Prime Minister is widely 

despised in Haiti. The gangs tell us when we can venture out of our homes for groceries. The poor 

can’t afford groceries. Small, local markets have been looted. Rumors are widespread that outside 

military help is on the way specifically to open the block road to port so goods and fuel can flow 

into the city. While that would be helpful, it might also ignite more hatred, more violence. I do 

not hold out much hope that things will get better anytime soon. We shall all continued to live in 

fear and have our daily movement about the city dictated by a bunch of thugs who seem to enjoy 

killing and destroying property…and spreading and deepening the misery.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/09/22/haiti-violence-how-to-help/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/07/07/haiti-president-assassinated/?itid=lk_inline_manual_5&itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/07/07/haiti-president-assassinated/?itid=lk_inline_manual_5&itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://apnews.com/article/health-united-nations-haiti-puerto-rico-fe75f7255a0ba765707139fab078fccb


Life in Haiti 
 

Life in Haiti is depressing. All joy we could squeeze out of a day just a few months ago has 

vanished. All you see are sad, tired, fed-up faces. The people are worn down by stress and fear. 

Yesterday, Steph and I zipped down to the little local supermarket at the bottom of the hill. When 

we reached the main street (Delmas, 33) we saw very few cars. Not because the streets were 

blocked but because no one had gas to operate their cars. The K-Navel Market had few people 

inside. There were four or five heavily armed security guards, big guns, dark glasses, bullet-proof 

vests…they looked as if they were ready to launch an invasion of the Dominican Republic rather 

than defend a little supermarket that didn’t even have bread to sell. Not a smile in sight. Even the 

main manager could barely acknowledge me. Everyone wants this daily nightmare to end. No 

one knows how it end, no one thinks it will end soon. There will be more destruction, more 

deaths. For nothing. The idea of the common good is buried under a mountain of anger, 

retaliation, violence, and unrelenting hatred. We are all slaves of poor thinking, limited vision, 

and ignorance of the power of love and nonviolent resistance. 
 

On Tuesday, social media was sprinkled with cellphone videos of people being beat up for simply 

walking on the street. The message was clear: the gangs did not want anyone out on the street. 

Yet people need to go out. On the drive home from the market, I took the main road. There was 

a long column of people walking. No tap-taps working. If you must go somewhere, you walk. 

Some off our staff walk nearly ten miles just to come to work. The arrive exhausted and over-

heated. Yet the get some clean water and jump into the duties. On the short drive, I had to drive 

around a smoldering heap of trash that probably was leftover an early morning blockade. I saw 

a women vendor who was selling quart-sized plastic jugs (perhaps once filled with Mazola 

cooking oil) of gasoline. A driver had actually pulled his car over to buy a quart of gas. I hope he 

lived nearby. 
 

Even this stunningly wonderful blurb for my Merton book from an influential and highly 

respected Trappist monk did nothing to lift my sense of gloom over the plight of Haiti. 
 

"The power of contemplation and action to beacon hope for our world's dark journeys 

shines out in Gerry Straub's fascinating tale of his adventures in Haiti as the founder of 

the Santa Chiara Children Center. Merton would have been avid to read the story of this 

married, secular Franciscan who gave up a New York media career to serve the 

poor.  Gerry's witness in this book would have mentored Merton on how faith in action 

can triumph in hiding over despair and violence." 
 

Guerric Heckel, OCSO. Director of St. Francis Retreat Center at Mepkin Abbey, South      

Carolina.  
 

Last year I gave Zoom presentation hosted by Fr. Guerric and Mepkin Abbey. 
 

Yesterday, the guy who sold us water on Monday called and said he had some propane gas. I 

was going to send two guys to take the old Xterra to pick up, but I couldn’t find them. So, Steph 

and I went in the Toyota. We took one guy to help lift the heavy 100-pound tank, as well as a 

smaller 25-pound tank from the upstirs kitchen. Steph carried the tank to the car; I carried the 

heavy keys. Had to take the same back roads. The cost was about $90. 



Yesterday, the water truck made it to us and filled our reservoir with water for bathing and 

washing clothes. The price rose from 10,000 gourdes to 11,500 (about $92). Before the protests a 

truck load of water was 3,500 gourdes. So, thanks to all this insanity, people are paying more than 

triple what they paid a few months ago. This is a contributing factor to the spread of cholera.  

 

Breaking News 
 

Yesterday, the US Department of State issued this press release: 
 

Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Brian A. Nichols, will lead 

an interagency delegation to Port-au-Prince, Haiti October 12-13.  The Assistant 

Secretary will be joined by Lieutenant General Andrew Croft, Military Deputy 

Commander of SOUTHCOM, as well as senior advisors and personnel from the White 

House, Office of the Secretary of Defense, Joint Staff, and the Department of State’s 

Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs.  The delegation will 

meet with Prime Minister Ariel Henry, the Montana Group, private sector leaders, and 

broader civil society groups.  Taking into account the Government of Haiti’s request for 

international assistance to facilitate a response to the burgeoning cholera epidemic, and 

the actions by criminal actors that are impeding this support, the delegation will assess 

how the U.S. government can continue to provide various forms of assistance and 

promote accountability for those responsible for criminal acts.  The delegation will urge 

political actors to rise above their differences and chart a Haitian vision for improved 

security and a return to democratic order. 
 

As an additional sign of resolve and support for the people of Haiti, the U.S. Coast Guard 

will also deploy one of its major cutters to patrol offshore Port-au-Prince, Haiti at the 

request of the Government of Haiti and in close coordination with the Department of 

State. 
 

While that might sound encouraging, the last sentence of the first paragraph tells me they have 

come to talk…and not do anything. Getting “political actors to rise above their differences and 

chart a Haitian vision for improved security” is like trying to get Trump to stop lying. It is not 

possible. The gangs need to be eliminated. The political actors and the elite fund the gangs. Who 

do you think assassinated the president? 

 


