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Don’t Mess with the Accountant 
 

Baby works the weekend shift. That means she reports to work on Friday at 4:00pm and stays 

until Monday morning at 7:00am. She and the rest of the weekend staff sleep at Santa Chiara. So, 

what does Baby do the rest of the week? She essentially stays in her apartment directly behind us 

and is taking on-line accounting courses which Gabens has instructed her to take. The hope is 

that one day, Baby will move from childcare to being an assistant to Gabens helping with all the 

accounting that is required. 
 

Youngest Aerobics Instructor 
 

Every Saturday morning there is an aerobics class that is normally led by Baby. Yesterday 

morning I was on my way out with my wife and security detail I was surprised to see Baby in the 

class, not leading it. I was even more surprised to see Izzy in charge. She was doing a great job. I 

didn’t have my phone so I was unable to capture the moment. I smiled at how Teresa Regina 

followed every routing, but in her own wild manner.  
 

Steph and I decide to go to the Caribbean Market yesterday instead of today. The delivery chain 

must be working as items that were unavailable for many weeks were back on the shelves. After 

we got home and finished putting everything away, Steph and I went out to get 26 jugs of water. 

 

Our Own Soap Opera 
 

Judeline Straub and her two aunts, Stephania and Sabrina (both of whom are younger than 

Judeline) have been living with Judeline’s mother, Emmanuella, in an apartment around the 

corner from us. Living with them is Emmanuella’s teenage sister and grandmother. On Friday, 

Judeline asked me if she could sleep at Santa Chiara. I told her if her mom said yes it would be 

OK. Emmanuella used to work at SCCC. We helped her set up a little business. She sells clothing 

and sandals and some food from a little stand near us. I went to visit Emmanuella at her little 

shop; Baby came with me to translate. What I learned is the three little girls want to live at SCCC; 

moreover, Emmanuella said she had nothing to give them to eat at night. She was hoping her 

daughter and two young sisters could return to living at Santa Chiara. Emmanuella also has a 

teenager daughter who lives in the Santa Chiara apartment. Emmanuella’s youngest child, 

Francesca, was born in Cite Soleil in October 2019. I used to drive into the slum with fresh water 

and formula for the newborn girl. I moved the entire family out of the slum and into one of our 

three apartments. She has lived at Santa Chiara her entire life. 
 

I had Emmanuella return to Santa Chiara and talk with Gabens. We laid down the rules for the 

children’s return. Once that are living at Santa Chiara, I am responsible for them. That means they 

will not be permitted to leave or just skip home whenever they want. The social worker will draw 

up new papers changing the children’s status from day care clients to fulltime residents.  
 

Judeline, Stephania, and Sabrina are very happy to be back living at Santa Chiara. I guess I might 

as will admit to one more soap opera-ish detail. H.W. is Emmanuella’s sister. She said H.W. is 

taking care of the infant. Emmanuella had no idea she was pregnant. Emmanuella is essentially 



taking care of H.W.’s one-year-old daughter, who sleeps with Emmanuella. You can’t make this 

stuff up. I am doing this because of my concern for the children.  

 

The Market Comes to Us 
 

Gabens and Michel go to a vegetable (and fruit) every week. I have never been there. They went 

on Saturday. As they were checking out, the power went out. It took time for the register to boot 

up. They had to run all the food through again. Amazingly, the same thing happened again, just 

seconds before the sale was completed. The third time was not a charm. The system crashed. The 

owners said they did not want to waste more of their time. They said they would deliver 

everything as soon as they could. Gabens was home about an hour when the truck arrived. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

 
 



 
My car hood is payment center. Gabens waits to sign the credit card receipt. 

 

 

 


