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Horror at Sea 
 

The on-line edition of the Miami Herald posted this brief story on Friday: 
 

The body of a man was found Thursday near where a group of Haitian migrants landed in the 

Florida Keys Monday, a Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission spokesman said. 

The body, found 150 yards offshore at mile marker 81, was clad in gym shorts and a shirt. Without 

identification, there was no immediate official confirmation that the man was on the boat of 

Haitian migrants that grounded on a sandbar off Windley Key in Islamorada. On Monday, a boat 

of Haitian migrants ran into the U.S. Coast Guard about 20 miles off Rodriguez Key. While the 

Coast Guard loaded about 100 people onto its boat, the Haitians’ vessel carried on until it 

grounded. Those still on the boat jumped into the water. Coast Guard, FWC, Monroe County 

Sheriff’s Office and the U.S. Border Patrol found 18 men. 
 

Earlier in the week, the print edition of the paper carried this detailed story of the ship’s grounding: 
 

More than a dozen Haitians, desperate to reach U.S. soil, jumped into the water off the Florida 

Keys on Monday under the night sky after their dilapidated wooden sailboat grounded on a 

popular sandbar in Islamorada. The fleeing migrants set off a chaotic scramble by law 

enforcement officials. Sheriff’s deputies, state Fish and Wildlife police and federal agents pointed 

flashlights to light up the dark ocean, while a U.S. Customs and Border Protection helicopter 

circled above to help federal crews capture as many migrants as possible. The boat’s arrival, 

shortly after 5 p.m. near the Whale Harbor Bridge, culminated a harrowing journey from Haiti 

and a day in which U.S. Coast Guard crews, battling rough seas and high winds, tried to prevent 

the sailboat from capsizing as it struggled to stay afloat in high swells off Key Largo. At around 

7 p.m., officers had rescued one man as he clung to the Whale Harbor Channel Bridge for support, 

with water rushing through the channel underneath the span. Soon, another six men were 

plucked from the sea. They were placed in a U.S. Customs and Border Protection boat docked at 

the Postcard Inn Marina on the other side of the bridge. Another group of seven men were also 

brought in by Custom agents via boat to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

base on the bay side of the bridge. One of the men appeared to be extremely dehydrated as a 

federal agent helped him off the patrol boat. Peter Daniel, the patrol agent in charge of the 

Marathon Border Patrol Station, told the Miami Herald that 18 people had jumped into the water 

and all have since been rescued. 
 

U.S. Coast Guard crew members had spotted the boat earlier in the day when it became disabled 

about 20 nautical miles off Rodriguez Key, a small island off Key Largo, according to law 

enforcement sources. Coast Guard crews initially rescued 22 people, but the group was much 

larger and the operation to get the others to safety continued through Monday afternoon. As the 

boat struggled in swells of 6 to 10 feet, Coast Guard crew members managed to rescue several 

children including two babies. By the time the boat arrived in Islamorada Monday night, 100 

people had already been rescued by the Coast Guard and placed on a cutter out to sea, said Coast 

Guard spokeswoman Petty Officer Nicole Groll. Groll said rough seas and high winds, whipping 

at 25 mph, made the rescue effort difficult. Images released by the Coast Guard showed several 

young children on the migrant vessel, rescued, and then cared for and fed by crew members. 
 



 
A U.S. Coast Guard crew member feeds a young child who was rescued from a distressed 

migrant vessel off Key Largo Monday, Nov. 21, 2022. U.S. Coast Guard. 
 

 
A U.S. Coast Guard boat approaches a sailing vessel packed with migrants that law enforcement sources 

say are from Haiti off the coast of Key Largo Monday, Nov. 21, 2022. U.S. Coast Guard 

The words tell the story, but the above photo captures the horror of the desperate Haitians on the small, 

overcrowded boat. I cannot imagine being in that boat as it navigated the rough seas.  



The Coast Guard declined to confirm the nationalities of the people on the boat, but two sources 

said they are from Haiti. It is the first boat in months to arrive from the country where a chronic 

shortage of fuel, followed by a two-month gang blockade of the main oil terminal, Varreux, in 

Port-au-Prince, slowed down attempts of people trying to migrate to the U.S. Biden 

administration officials had worried that once fuel began to flow again, the U.S. could see a mass 

migration from Haiti — which is in a worsening humanitarian, security, economic and political 

crisis — as well as a new cholera outbreak. In anticipation of a surge, the administration had been 

looking to expand a migrant center on Guantánamo Bay, NBC News first reported. 
 

This story saddens and distresses me. There is no Thanksgiving Day in Haiti. Most have very little to be 

thankful other then the next breath they take. The people on that boat saw no other hope than America. 

There currently is no legal channel for them to apply for a Visa as the U.S. Embassy is essentially closed 

due to the violence and applications for a Visa are not being accepted.  
 

Steph has a legal right to a Visa. I have been trying to get inside the U.S. Embassy to sit in front of an 

immigration agent and explain our situation. This is what I would say. We have been married for over 

eleven months. Steph is a doctor who works at our clinic inside the orphanage I founded nearly eight years 

ago. She has no intention of living in the United States. We are both committed to caring for the children 

of Santa Chiara. Moreover, her mother, two younger brothers, and grandmother live on the same street as 

the orphanage. Haiti is our home. We both live and work 24/7 at the orphanage. However, I need to spend 

about ten days a month in Florida to handle the administrative and banking chores for the orphanage and 

tend to my medical needs and renew prescriptions. Steph is not only my wife she is my doctor. My personal 

physician in Florida wrote a letter to U.S. immigration stating that my on-going medical issues are best 

served if I traveled to and from Haiti with medical assistance. The stress Steph and I face, along with the 

nonstop work and the ongoing violence, demands we both take a week away each month for our emotional 

well-being. Steph fears I will get shot. We both need a week of rest and relaxation a month in order to 

continue our work in Haiti.  
 

If I could only tell this story to an actual person with some authority inside the U.S. Embassy, I do not see 

how Steph could be denied a visitor’s Visa. This is so frustrating it is beginning to feel hopeless. We 

sometimes discuss moving somewhere else, such as Peru or the Bahamas. Anyplace where we can be alone 

together for a few days a month. We have spent our entire married life inside an orphanage. The door bell 

rings at all hours of the day and night. We can no longer leave Santa Chiara just to have a meal at a 

restaurant…or even take a walk. We managed to spend three days in the Dominican Republic last summer 

(the airfare and the hotel cost $2,000 and the visa for Steph-good for one year-was another $400). We will 

return to the Dominican Republic on December 15th for three full days to celebrate our first anniversary on 

December 18th. We will return to Haiti on December 19th.  
 

The Embassy will assume Steph got married in order to come to America and be fast-tracked for a Green 

Card. They will not believe our mutual dedication to the children we both tirelessly serve or that it is our 

mutual intention to stay in Haiti. For our well-being and the well being of the children and staff, Steph and 

I need to travel together to Florida once a month. If that is not possible then we will leave Haiti for any 

country that she can legally enter. I am sure Dr. Tony in Peru would love to have a doctor share his burden 

of caring for 60 kids all needed medical care. Or, maybe we could find a better boat. 


