
January 21, 2023 

A Huge Day 
 

Yesterday was a hugely important day at Santa Chiara. At shortly after noon, Michel drove 

through the gate (it was open). In the car with him was a judge, a court clerk, and a uniformed 

policeman to protect the government officials. This was the day the judge would inspect Santa 

Chiara and speak with the seven children we asked the Court to make me their legal guardian. 

Also present was a staffer from the government agency that oversees orphanages, our social 

worker, our psychiatrist, and Dr. Steph, the de facto mother of the children. We all, including the 

kids, squeezed into Gabens office.   
 

The uniformed policeman was in graduating class of the Haitian Police Academy. They warmly 

greeted each other. Before things got rolling, I asked the judge to come with me to the garden. 

The judge spoke English. I showed him the ducks. Asked questions about them. Many hours 

later, after Gabens returned from driving them back to the Court, Gabens told me that they were 

talking about Santa Chiara, and the judge kept saying how beautiful it was. Moïse charmed them. 

The judge said, “Moïse is a cute kid.” 
 

Before they arrived Bency and the social worker told Bency and Judeline what to expect and what 

this would mean for them. 
 

 
 

They kids are Bency Clare Straub, Peter Francis Straub, Clare Marie Straub, Judeline Straub, 

Teresa Regina Straub, and Isnaïda Pierre Straub (Izzy). 

 

I confess I was nervous about this meeting. Making these kids legal has been a long-time dream. 

With this status as legally my children, they can travel with me to Florida on occasion. They will 

not live in Florida…as I don’t live in Florida. I can’t wait to take Bency and Izzy to Florida during 

the summer…and can see them running along the oceanfront at Ocean Village. 

 



During the meeting, the judge spoke with each child. He wrote in a booklet a description of each 

child. The older kids answered the questions. Bency seemed nervous. I whispered to her to smile. 

 

 
The judge is closest to Moise in the above photo. 

 

 
 

So…it is a done deal…all that is left is the typing of an official certificate for each child.  

 

 


