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One Word 
 

Christ loved every human being, without exception, without limits. Can we do otherwise? 
 

Love casts out the darkness of hate and division. From love flows understanding, compassion, 

mercy, forgiveness, and peace. Love unites. Love is One. 
 

Thomas Merton said, “The whole idea of compassion is based on a keen awareness of the 

interdependence of all these living beings, which are all part of one another and all involved in 

one another.” 
 

Communion needs to be a significant part of our spiritual syntax. To isolate ourselves from the 

world stifles our ability to sense the dignity of the divine image in human beings. 
 

The road to salvation is, of course, a journey to wholeness. When people lack the necessities to 

sustain life – clean water, adequate nutrition, electricity, and sanitation – it is hard to become 

whole. Survival is struggle enough. For the people in the slums of Haïti, their every waking 

moment is directed toward meeting their basic physical needs. 
 

To see a woman squatting in the rotting rubbish to urinate or defecate is an unthinkable indignity. 
 

In love, through love and with love we must unite and eradicate such indignity wherever it is 

found. 
 

We are called to incarnate God’s love. 

 

 
 

I love the beauty my island home in Florida, but I miss my life in Haiti. If Steph ever gets here, I’ll 

have to burn garbage and play recorded sounds of gunfire to make her feel at home. 
 

On Wednesday an old filling in one of my teeth fell out. No time to go to a dentist in Florida. On 

Monday I’ll go to the dentist with a gun near Santa Chiara. Only today and tomorrow left on this 

trip…and I’ve been so busy I only managed on short walk on the jetty.  


