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The Real Journey 
 

“We have to be a leavening of life and love and the leavening is infinitely smaller than the mass 

of fruits, flowers, and trees that are born out of it. I believe I have already said that our goal is not  

to proselytize but to listen to needs, desires, and disappointments—despair, hope. We must 

restore hope to young people, help the old, be open to the future, spread love. Be poor among the 

poor. We need to include the excluded and preach peace.” 

-Pope Francis 
Interview with Eugenio Scalfari, founder of La Republica,  

at the Pope’s Residence, Tuesday, September 24, 2013 
 

 
 

“I think we are people who, on the one hand want to listen to Jesus, but on the other hand, at 

times, like to find a stick to beat others with, to condemn others. And Jesus has this message for 

us: mercy. I think—and I say it with humility—that this is the Lord’s most powerful message: 

mercy.” 

-Pope Francis 
Homily, Parish of Saint Anna in the Vatican, 

Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 17, 2031 

Holy Mass 

 

“And I ask myself: Am I Christian by fit and starts, or am I a Christian fulltime? Our culture of 

the ephemeral, the relative, also takes its toll on the way we live our faith. God asks us to be 

faithful to Him, daily, in our everyday life. He goes on to say that, even if we are sometimes 

unfaithful to Him, He remains faithful. He never tires of stretching out his Hand to lift us up, to 

encourage us to continue our journey, to come back and tell Him of our weakness, so that He can 

grant us His strength. This is the real journey: to walk with the Lord always, even at moments of 

weakness, even in our sins. Never to prefer a makeshift path of our own. That kills us. Faith is 

ultimate fidelity, like that of Mary.” 

-Pope Francis 

Homily, Saint Peter’s Square, Sunday, October 13, 2013 
Holy Mass for the Marian Day on the Occasion of the Year of Faith 



Walking the Streets of Rome 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 


